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democratically controlled by the peo-
ple who use its services and who re-
ceive benefits from patronage. Co-
operatives are institutions that dem-
onstrate people making their lives bet-
ter through hard work and their knowl-
edge of the American economic system. 

In fact, the notion of cooperation is 
an ideal—people working together to 
accomplish a task and provide products 
and services for the public good. It is 
this basic philosophical idea, which so 
many find difficult to achieve, that the 
citizens of my state have been particu-
larly adept at making a reality. North 
Dakota farmers have been leaders when 
it comes to improving their economic 
and social positions through coopera-
tive community enterprise. From the 
great traditions of early political 
movements that created cooperative 
momentum—the American Society of 
Equity, the Nonpartisan League, and 
the Farmers Union—an educational 
base was formed that today still influ-
ences the drive for cooperative develop-
ment. As a result, electricity and tele-
phone service, pasta, sugar, bison and 
scores of other marketing and service 
cooperatives cover North Dakota 
today. Income is distributed, products 
and services are supplied, and employ-
ment and opportunity are spread 
throughout the state. 

Cooperatives are formed to protect 
the way of life for independent pro-
ducers and provide essential services 
for rural communities. Member edu-
cation, one-member, one-vote equity in 
business decisions, and relying on 
neighbors to form and maintain the in-
stitution are all cooperative principles 
that underpin the success of these ven-
tures. The legendary hardships that 
have been overcome in my state’s pio-
neering history required cooperation 
among neighbors for everything from 
food and shelter to aid in farm labor 
and human companionship. Coopera-
tion and the formation of cooperative 
enterprise were logical means of ensur-
ing rural survival. We have long known 
that through organization, we can ac-
complish any goal, and through co-
operation we can work together to ben-
efit all. Therefore, during October, the 
month designated to recognize the im-
portance of cooperatives, I thank the 
members of cooperatives for taking the 
initiative to direct their economic fu-
tures and for contributing to the 
unique economic heritage of North Da-
kota and this nation.∑

f 

IN CELEBRATION OF REV. 
GREGORY J. JACKSON 

∑ Mr. TORRICELLI. Mr. President, I 
rise today in recognition of the Rev-
erend Gregory J. Jackson as he cele-
brates his 15th year as pastor of the 
Mount Olive Baptist Church in Hacken-
sack, New Jersey. Reverend Jackson 
has been an ordained minister for over 
twenty-three years and has ministered 

to the Hackensack community since 
1984. It is a pleasure for me to be able 
to honor his accomplishments. 

Since his ordination on May 16, 1976, 
Reverend Jackson has worked to help 
those less fortunate throughout New 
York and New Jersey. During his ca-
reer, Reverend Jackson has shown 
commitment to public service as well 
as dedication to the disabled. These life 
experiences have proved invaluable in 
his ministry. His activism is widely 
known and admired throughout the 
State of New Jersey. 

In addition to his ministry in Hack-
ensack, Reverend Jackson has played a 
very active role in strengthening the 
political and economic life of New Jer-
sey. He has served on a number of civic 
organizations including the NAACP of 
Bergen County, Fair Housing Board of 
Bergen County, and the Advisory 
Board of the Office on Aging. He has 
also served as the President of the 
Hackensack Board of Education, Treas-
urer of the North Jersey Baptist Asso-
ciation, Vice-President of the Fellow-
ship of Black Churches and as Vice-
President of the Bergen County Coun-
cil of Churches. Reverend Jackson re-
cently been named as Director of Pro-
motions of the Lott Carey Baptist For-
eign Mission Convention. 

Although Reverend Jackson has dedi-
cated so much time to civic organiza-
tions, he has never lost sight of the 
need to serve his community. During 
his fifteen year tenure as the pastor of 
Mount Olive Baptist Church, the parish 
has grown by more than 1,000 new 
members. In addition, Reverend Jack-
son has implemented ministry pro-
grams to improve the Hackensack 
community both spiritually and educa-
tionally.

I am pleased to recognize a leader of 
great stature in New Jersey, and a 
close friend. Through all of the years 
we have spent, working to strengthen 
New Jersey’s communities, I have al-
ways known Reverend Jackson to 
stand on principle, loyalty, and com-
mitment. I look forward to continuing 
to work with Reverend Jackson, and I 
wish him the best as he celebrates this 
momentous occasion.∑
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RECOGNITION OF THE SS WAYNE
VICTORY

∑ Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I rise 
today to call my colleagues’ attention 
to a new exhibit of artifacts from the 
SS Wayne Victory. The exhibit, which is 
located at Wayne State University in 
my home town of Detroit, MI, is being 
dedicated on Friday, October 8, 1999. 

The SS Wayne Victory was a so-called 
‘‘Victory Ship,’’ one of several hundred 
ships built during the final two years 
of World War II to serve as cargo and 
troop transport vessels. The SS Wayne
Victory was named for Wayne Univer-
sity, now known as Wayne State Uni-
versity. Commissioned in 1945, the SS 

Wayne Victory served in World War II, 
the Korean conflict and the Vietnam 
war.

Thanks to the efforts of a Wayne 
State University alumnus, the con-
tributions of the SS Wayne Victory to
our armed forces will be celebrated for 
years to come. Many ships of its kind 
fell into disuse and were forgotten 
after their service. Fortunately, Joe 
Gerson, who grew up in Detroit and 
graduated from Wayne State Univer-
sity in 1951, located the SS Wayne Vic-
tory and negotiated with the federal 
government for the permanent loan of 
several artifacts from the ship to the 
university. These artifacts include the 
ship’s bell, engine order telegraph, 
wheel, furniture, oars, life rings, and 
name board. Mr. Gerson also gener-
ously contributed funds which allowed 
the university to transport the arti-
facts to Detroit and to display them in 
the permanent exhibit being dedicated 
this Friday. 

Mr. President, the preservation of ar-
tifacts like those from the SS Wayne
Victory is critical if we are to continue 
to learn from history. Thanks to Joe 
Gerson and Wayne State University, 
one small, but significant, piece of 
American military history will be 
available for people to study in the 21st 
century. I know my colleagues join me 
in extending Joe Gerson and Wayne 
State University our thanks and con-
gratulations for their commitment to 
the preservation of the memory of the 
SS Wayne Victory’s role in some of the 
most significant military conflicts in 
our nation’s history.∑
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AIR TRANSPORTATION 
IMPROVEMENT ACT 

On October 5, 1999, amended and 
passed H.R. 1000. The bill, as amended, 
follows:

Resolved, That the bill from the House of 
Representatives (H.R. 1000) entitled ‘‘An Act 
to amend title 49, United States Code, to re-
authorize programs of the Federal Aviation 
Administration, and for other purposes.’’, do 
pass with the following amendment:

Strike out all after the enacting clause and 
insert:
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF SECTIONS. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 
the ‘‘Air Transportation Improvement Act’’. 

(b) TABLE OF SECTIONS.—The table of sections 
for this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; table of sections. 
Sec. 2. Amendments to title 49, United States 

Code.

TITLE I—AUTHORIZATIONS 

Sec. 101. Federal Aviation Administration oper-
ations.

Sec. 102. Air navigation facilities and equip-
ment.

Sec. 103. Airport planning and development 
and noise compatibility planning 
and programs. 

Sec. 104. Reprogramming notification require-
ment.

Sec. 105. Airport security program. 
Sec. 106. Automated surface observation system 

stations.
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